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The North of England is a region of immense 
potential. We see this in the thousands of 
jobs the nuclear submarine programme 
is creating in Barrow-in-Furness, in the 
development of areas like Teesside, the 
creation of hundreds of civil service jobs at 
the Darlington Economic Campus, and in the 
green industrial revolution happening right 
across the region.
The North at its best is a powerhouse.

Where Labour reigned over decades of neglect of this vital region, 
recent Conservative governments have sought to lift up the North: 
from George Osborne’s vision of a Northern Powerhouse, the more 
recent Levelling Up Funds and Town Deals that have fostered 
economic regeneration under this Government, to the largest transfer 
of power from Westminster to the North in modern times. Consecutive 
Conservative Governments have got to work on powering up the North. 

We welcome the huge strides made by our Government, but also 
recognise that more must be done to close the performance and 
opportunity gaps that exist between the North and the South of 
England. 

Strengthening the North is not about handouts; it is about addressing a 
missed opportunity for all of the UK. 

To reinvigorate the North as a powerhouse in the British economy, the 
Northern Research Group would like to see the Government take the 
steps outlined in this manifesto.



Devolution - For everyone, 
everywhere
The Conservative Levelling Up White Paper offered a 
radically new vision of how power can be rebalanced in 
the UK. While progress has been made on devolution, 
the NRG believes the Government can go even further 
in empowering local leaders and communities by:  

	● Forming devolution settlements in all areas of 
the North, ensuring all communities have greater 
self-determination. 

	● 	Introducing elected mayors for all combined 
authorities, providing real leadership, 
transparency and accountability.

	● 	Taking a ‘devo-max’ approach and offering all 
devolved areas of England a deal which matches 
the most advanced deal already in place.

	● 	Restructuring fiscal packages like the Levelling 
Up Fund so block grants are given with statutory 
obligations, but no prescriptive direction from 
Westminster.

	● Devolving responsibility for some taxes. 

Economy - Unlocking the 
North’s potential
The regional imbalance we see in Britain’s productivity 
harms the whole of the country. In 2021, parts of 
the North were among the lowest performing areas 
compared to the UK average. If we are to realise the 
UK’s potential, it is essential that we invest more 
strategically in northern infrastructure, R&D and skills. 
We must acknowledge that it is businesses who 
will facilitate the growth and prosperity of northern 
communities, and generate the income and taxes that 
pay for our public services. For the benefit of the whole 
British economy, the Government should: 

	● 	Commit to not increasing the overall tax burden; 
protecting the working people, families and 
businesses of the North. 

	● 	Devolve the responsibility for economic 
development to mayors, and abolish the Local 
Enterprise Partnerships. 

	● 	Create a northern investment fund to provide 
long-term investment in small and medium sized 
businesses.

	● 	Create a Barnett formula for English regions, 
ensuring fairer funding. 

	● 	Pilot a Proportionate Property Tax. 
	● 	Create an industrial strategy for the North 

of England, and a northern trade body with 
responsibility for attracting foreign investment to 
the North.

	● 	Create northern growth-zones. 
	● 	Leveraging Brexit freedoms to better support 

northern manufacturing industry. 

Infrastructure - Connecting 
communities
 
The productivity gap between the North and the 
South of England will not be closed unless northern 
infrastructure is improved. Good transport links improve 
people’s access to jobs and opportunity, increase 
business’ access to skilled employees, and give 
families greater choice in where they choose to settle 
down. Talent exists all over our great country, but poor 
connectivity in the North has led to an exodus that has 
benefited the South. To attract and retain more talent 
and investment in the North, the Government should: 

	● 	Prioritise East-West connectivity by introducing 
a Charles Line across the North, connecting 
economies from Liverpool to Hull. 

	● 	Introduce smart-ticketing across the North as 
well as a duty to cooperate across local authority 
borders.

	● 	Increase capacity in planning teams, reforming 
planning rules, and cutting red tape, to get 
broadband rolled out across northern rural 
communities, using innovative technologies to 
connect the hardest-to-reach homes. 

Children, skills and 
education - Investing in our 
future
To power up the North, we must create opportunity 
and prosperity not just for current but also future 
generations. All families should feel confident that 
their children have access to quality education and 
healthcare, and all children deserve to grow up 
confident, ambitious and proud of the place where 
they live. But we know children in the North are behind, 
leaving school with poorer educational results than their 
southern peers. We should never accept that where you 
grow up limits your prospects in life, what expectations 
are set of you, and what opportunities you feel life has 
to offer. To help close the attainment gap and improve 
access to meaningful jobs for young people in the 
North, the Government should: 

	● 	Seek greater parity in educational funding for 
children in the North of England. 

	● 	Better integrate public services and data sharing, 
across health, education and other relevant 
sectors, to improve outcomes for northern 
children. 

	● 	Encourage and incentivise the establishment of 
further free schools in the North.

	● 	Create a ‘Voxbridge’ (vocational Oxford-
Cambridge) in the North.

	● 	Set a target of 50% of young people to achieve a 
high-quality vocational apprenticeship. 
 



Housing and communities – 
Making the North home
England needs more affordable housing, and the North 
is the obvious location to build more. To deliver on the 
SSN-AUKUS nuclear submarine programme between 
the USA, UK and Australia which is creating thousands 
of high-value jobs in the North, it is expected around 
10,000 new houses will need to be built in or near 
Barrow-in-Furness alone. To ensure more people can 
make the North their home, the Government should:

	● 	Commit to building 500,000 new homes in 
targeted areas in the North of England.

	● 	Decarbonise older housing stock in the North. 
	● 	Pilot a Proportional Business Tax for high-street 

commercial properties. 
	● 	Move the responsibility for planning decisions 

to the highest tier of local government, giving 
mayoralties strategic oversight over house 
building in the North. 

	● 	Deliver on the Football White Paper, ensuring fair 
financial distributions for clubs and the long-term 
sustainability of Northern football clubs.

	● 	Maintain the creative industries as a prime 
capability of the North of England.  

Energy – Power up the north
We are witnessing a green industrial revolution in the 
North - one which is fuelling job creation, innovation 
and helping Britain stay on track to reach its Net Zero 
targets. The Government should support and foster the 
green transition in the North by:  

	● 	Committing to building British-made small 
modular reactors. 

	● 	Committing to further carbon capture, usage 
and storage (CCUS) clusters across the North, 
and provide future clusters with clear investment 
pathways.

Health and public services – 
Better lives
One of the core principles of the NHS is to provide a 
comprehensive service, available to all. However, reality 
remains that geography plays a role in the quality of 
service people receive. To remedy the North-South 
health divide the Government should: 

	● 	Commit to a Royal Commission on the provision 
of healthcare.

	● 	Focus Government R&D spend on the N8 
Research Partnership to foster academic 
excellence in the life sciences in the North of 
England.  

Governance – Joining  
the dots
One of the greatest challenges in powering up the 
North, an area that is home to more than 16 million of 
England’s population, is that the North lacks sustainable 
representation in senior positions in Whitehall and 
Government. To help build awareness of and address 
the unique challenges the North faces, and to 
improve scrutiny of devolved matters in England, the 
Government should:  

	● 	Appoint a Secretary of State for the North and 
create a Select Committee for the North in 
Parliament. 

	● 	Create a Council of the North.
	● 	Create a ‘Mayoral Question Time’ in each 

devolved area consisting of local MPs and 
council leaders. 
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